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“We didn’t open source MongoDB to get help from 

the community, to make the product better. We 

open sourced as a freemium strategy to drive 

adoption.”

“95% of enterprises use open source within 

mission-critical segments of their IT portfolios, 

particularly within infrastructure areas, as well dev 

tools and frameworks.”

1

https://www.nbc.com/saturday-night-live/video/first-citywide-change-bank/n9701


Open Source in the Enterprise

Run-time container for Java apps; 
open source implementation of 
J2SE

Vendors: Azul, Oracle, Red Hat

Free, open source DVCS designed 
to handle small to large projects

Vendors: GitHub, GitLab

MySQL is an open source relational 
database management system

Vendors: Microsoft Azure, Oracle

Repository for binary code

Vendors: JFrog

In-memory database

Vendors: RedisLabs

Open source cross-platform 
document-oriented database

Vendors: MongoDB, AWS

Build management & continuous 
integration

Vendors: JetBrains

Source code build and integration 
automation server

Vendors: CloudBees

For additional context, see Battery Ventures Open Source (BOSS) Index

Enterprise platform for integrating 
application programming interfaces, 
applications and web services

Vendors: WSO2

Free, open source compute, 
storage and networking resources 
control 

Vendors: Dell, IBM, Rackspace, Red 
Hat

Data integration and ETL for 
business intelligence

Vendors: Pentaho (Hitachi Data 
Systems)

Integration software for connecting 
applications, data, and devices

Vendors: MuleSoft (Salesforce)

Postgres is a free and open source 
relational database management 
system

Vendors: EnterpriseDB

Software utilities that solve 
problems involving massive 
amounts of data and computation

Vendors: Cloudera, Hortonworks, 
MapR

A search engine based on the 
Lucene library

Vendors: Elastic
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Software container management 
and automation

Vendors: Docker

Swagger is the leading platform for 
API design and documentation 
using the OpenAPI specification

Vendors: SmartBear

Deployment automation, scaling and 
containerized application 
management

Vendors: AWS, Google, Red Hat

Selenium is a market leading test 
automation framework for use with 
desktop apps

Vendors: BrowserStack, Perforce, 
SauceLabs

Operating system for enterprise 
servers

Vendors: Red Hat, Rogue Wave, 
SuSE

Automated configuration of servers 
for application development

Vendors: AWS, Puppet Labs

Open source continuous 
automation software

Vendors: Chef

Security information and event 
management system (SIEM) 

Vendors: Alien Vault

Network security and intrusion 
detection system (IDS)

Vendors: Sourcefire (Cisco)

Cloud infrastructure definition, 
configuration and provisioning

Vendors: HashiCorp

https://infogram.com/battery-ventures-open-source-software-index-1gk92e6x0zkvm16


[a]

Open Source in the Enterprise

Notes: 
Market capitalization data current as of March 2020
[a] 451 Research estimate
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67% 

52% 

Developers deploy code into production
1x per week

Applications are built in 3 months, but average 
lifespan is 20 years

30% Developers say they’d like to change their app 
stack but have no time or budget

90% Developers believe Open Source software is of the 
same or better quality than proprietary software 80% 

Issues with utilization of Open Source code are due 
to lack of knowledge or environment issues outside 
the open source package

Source: Stack Overflow developer survey, 2019

65% Professional developers contribute to open source 
projects once a year or more

54% Professional developers who select jobs based on 
the languages and frameworks they’d work with

51% Increase in reported open source vulnerabilities in 
2017

Open Source in the Enterprise
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https://insights.stackoverflow.com/survey/2019


Open Source in the Enterprise

Distributions & Support
Maintenance & Support for OSS

Open Core
Proprietary code augmenting 
open source “core” product

▪ No proprietary code 

▪ Distributions of certified patches and releases, 
typically with enterprise-grade stability and 
security

▪ Fee for maintenance, support and installation, 
which can be either bundled or unbundled from 
the application itself

▪ Premium support serves as an “insurance policy”

▪ Mix of free “core” open source software, 
surrounded by a proprietary software layer

▪ Often associated with single-vendor (i.e. 
MongoDB, MuleSoft) rather than multi-vendor 
(Git, Linux) open source projects 

▪ Open source “community” edition is free to use or 
modify, and offers unlimited free trials for 
developers to experiment before upgrading to a 
paid version

▪ Paid solutions provide features and capabilities 
required for enterprise-class production usage, or 
wrappers of adjacent (proprietary) functionality 

▪ Often includes support for entire stack, including 
OSS core
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Open Source in the Enterprise

Practitioner-Friendly
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Development Flexibility
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Future & Future-Proof
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Built-in “Freemium” Adoption Path 
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Ability to Leverage User Community for Lead Generation
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Better Products
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Cloud-Friendly
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Notes:
[a] Stack Overflow developer survey, 2019 
[b] PC World, Linux on the Rise for Business 6

https://insights.stackoverflow.com/survey/2019
https://www.pcworld.com/article/207479/linux_on_the_rise_for_business.html


Open Source in the Enterprise

Splunk (NASDAQ: SPLK) and Elastic (NYSE: ESTC) are competitive, market-

leading vendors of software for search, monitoring and analysis of 

machine-generated data for large enterprises.  Elastic commercializes the 

open source ELK stack (Elasticsearch, Logstash, Kibana) via a freemium 

model; Splunk is a direct competitor, via a proprietary offering.
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h/t: Battery Ventures partner Dharmesh Thacker, via Forbes
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https://www.forbes.com/sites/dharmeshthakker/2018/09/12/another-open-source-ipo-shows-the-market-power-of-free-software/#5c7d8d87af6a
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◼ Model: 

◼ Status: 

◼ FY18E Revenue: 

Open Source in the Enterprise
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Note: [a] 451 Research estimate
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Note: [a] Shea & Company estimate



◼ Model: 

◼ Status: 

◼ FY18 Revenue: 
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Note: [a] estimate prior to acquisition by Salesforce



◼ Model: 

◼ Status: 

◼ FY19E Revenue: 

Open Source in the Enterprise

◼

◼

◼

◼

◼

◼

14



◼ Model: 

◼ Status: 

◼ FY19E Revenue: 

Open Source in the Enterprise

◼

◼

◼

◼

◼

◼

◼

◼

◼

15


